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Methodology and Weighting

RED C interviewed a random sample of over 4,000 adults aged 18+ by telephone across 

four surveys between the 24th Jan and the 11th Feb.  

A random digit dial (RDD) method is used to ensure a random selection process of 
households to be included – this also ensures that ex-directory households are covered.  

Half of the sample are interviewed using an RDD landline sample, with the other half 
conducted using an RDD mobile phone sample, this ensures 98% coverage of the 
population reaching landline only households, mobile only households and those with both 
a landline and a mobile.

Interviews were conducted across the country and the results weighted to the profile of all Interviews were conducted across the country and the results weighted to the profile of all 
adults.  A further past vote weighting is included that takes the current recall for how people 
voted at the last election, compares this to the actual results, and weights the data to 
halfway between the two.  

Finally vote intention results are based on those who will actually go and vote, using a 10 
point scale, where 1 is not at all likely and 10 is very likely, those rating 4 to 10 are included 
as being those who will actually go and vote.



Fine Gael support founded in strengths outside of Dublin.
Regional Poll Analysis – Jan-Feb 2010

The latest RED C Sunday Business Post poll sees Fine Gael make considerable gains, while Labour and Fianna Fail fall 

back. These trends are underpinned by very different voter behaviour in different constituencies.  Regional poll vs. poll 

analysis is not reliable as the sample size is too small, however with a large number of polls conducted in the past few 

weeks we are able to look at the regional vote share on the basis of the last four RED C polls, conducted in the past three 

weeks. So how does the performance of the different parties differ from one part of the country to another?

Dublin

Dublin sees a very different picture to the Rest of Ireland, mainly due to the strong support shown for the Labour Party.  

Across the last four RED C polls conducted in the past 3 weeks, Labour has secured an average share of the first 

preference vote in Dublin of 29%, significantly ahead of its share outside of Dublin.  This is Labour’s heartland, and where 

by contrast Fine Gael takes its lowest share of the vote.  Fine Gael still secures 29%, the same as Labour, but this is some 

way behind its strongest share in Connaught and Ulster.  Dublin is also the weakest area for Fianna Fail, where on average way behind its strongest share in Connaught and Ulster.  Dublin is also the weakest area for Fianna Fail, where on average 

over the past four polls the party secures just 12% share.  Perhaps surprisingly Sinn Fein doesn’t do any better in Dublin 

than elsewhere, but Greens and Independents/Other parties do somewhat better in Dublin than in other parts of the 

country.

Rest of Leinster

Outside of Dublin both Fianna Fail and Fine Gael perform much better, with Labour taking a much lower share.  In fact, 

Labour takes a full 10% less first preference share across Leinster compared to Dublin.  Fine Gael secure 36% share and 

Fianna Fail secure 19%.  The trend over the past four polls suggest that it is in Leinster that Fine Gael is making real 

headway with a continuous upward trend, and this is underpinning their gains nationally.  In contrast it is here, despite a 

better average performance than in Dublin, that the trend for Fianna Fail is quite heavily downward, and this is masking 

some small gains seen in Munster.  Labour also appear to be trending upwards in Leinster outside of Dublin, and this is 

turn is masking some declines for the party in Munster.  Sinn Fein and the Greens hold very similar share in the Rest of 

Leinster to Dublin, but Independents/Others fare less well securing just 12% of the vote.



Fine Gael support founded in strengths outside of Dublin.
Regional Poll Analysis – Jan-Feb 2010

Munster

Despite the impact many felt the Micheal Martin might have had on the Fianna Fail vote in Cork, the party does not fare 

particularly better here than in other parts of the country.  In fact the parties share here is 8%, which 1% less than in 

Leinster.  However there are signs in the trend over the past few polls that Martin has improved the share for the party here 

recently.  In contrast, Fine Gael do better again in Munster, securing 38% of the first preference vote some way ahead of 

the other parties.  Labour secure just 18% here, with Sinn Fein and Independent candidates on 12%. The Green party vote 

also declines in Munster to just 2%. 

Connaught/Ulster

This is where Fine Gael completely dominates, with 41% share of the vote.  The party also sees significant gains in the last 

poll here, which is also underpinning their success nationally.  The other party that does well here in relative terms is Sinn 

Fein who secure 14% first preference.  However, Sinn Fein’s downward trend nationally, appears to be focused in Fein who secure 14% first preference.  However, Sinn Fein’s downward trend nationally, appears to be focused in 

Connaught/Ulster where previous highs are being eroded during the campaign.    Labour in contrast does relatively poorly 

in this region of the country, securing just 12% of the vote, some 17% behind their share in Dublin.  The Greens also do 

poorly here, securing just 1% first preference share across the past four polls.   Fianna Fail retain the same share as seen 

in Leinster and Munster, with 18% of the first preference vote.  Finally, Independent and other parties also do better in 

Connaught/Ulster taking 14% share.



CURRENT FIRST PREFERENCE SUPPORT

Dublin Rest of 
Leinster

Munster Connaught/ 
Ulster

Sample Size 1038 900 1011 637

% % % %

Fine Gael 23 28 31 33

First Preference Core Figures by Region
(Base: All likely voters 18+ across 4 surveys – base 3568 likely voters)

Labour 22 15 15 10

Fianna Fáil 9 15 15 15

Sinn Féin 9 9 10 12

Green Party 3 2 2 1

Independents/

Others
12 9 9 12

Undecided 22 22 18 17

Figures based on aggregate of past four RED C polls –SBP 30th Jan, PP 2nd Feb, SBP 6th Feb, SBP 13th Feb
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